Hawks History

The Applecross Junior Football Club (AJFC) has had
a colourful history commencing in 1952 but did not
field its first team until the year after in the East Fre-
mantle junior football competition which started as an
U/ 16s competition. The C
won by the 1959 U/18s side. AJFC teams during this
time shared the Stock Road ground (where the Pal-
myra JFC is now situated) with the Melville JFC. The
U/16s and U/18s teams moved to Shirley Strickland
Oval the late 1950s. Shirley Strickland Oval (13s -
17s teams) has been part of the AJFC heritage along
with the home base of Gairloch Oval (Auskick - 12s).
The Club has had a number of jumper strips com-
mencing with a gold V on maroon. Other jumpers
have been the gold and brown stripes, the Saint Kilda
style jumper, a single gold strip on maroon and in
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2001 the current jumper was adopted.

1959 U/18s Premiership side

In about 1960, a sub junior club was formed with an U/14s side followed a few years later by an U/12 side and
then later again an U/10 side. For a period in the 1960s, the sub junior club was the Applecross Saints and the
junior club (U/16s and U18s) was the Applecross Hawks. The sub junior club and the junior club merged the early

1970s to become the Applecross Hawks.

1972 U14s

The Club has produced

It was the sub junior club that commenced the relationship with
Gairloch Oval in the early 1960s. Facilities at Gairloch Oval were
scarce with a mobile canteen being brought to the ground from a
nearby house and was set up on the Gairloch St side. There was
only a free standing toilet at the ground. Gairloch Oval itself was
extended to the north in the mid 1970s and all teams played there
for a period before the youth teams moved back to Strickland. The
Gairloch Oval change rooms were built in 1972 and the existing
clubhouse including the canteen was built in 1999. Training lights
were installed in 2008 providing better training facilities for Gair-
loch Oval based teams. The Club has experienced its highs and
lows and nearly ceased existence several times but it survived
where other junior football clubs through the 60s, 70s and 80s did
not including Brentwood JFC, Ardross JFC and Mt Pleasant JFC.

sever al Amarqueeodo players who

gone on to football greatness. They include Jon Annear, Bren-
dan Krummel and Darren Bennett, in the elite VFL/AFL compe-
tition. Many other players have played football at the WAFL
level for East Fremantle and other clubs including John Rowan,
(who was the first player from the AJFC to play WAFL) Harry
Neesham and Andrew McCarrey. Ron Alexander, who was the
first West Coast Eagles coach, was a past AJFC President.

Auskick at Gairloch

2007 Premiership 14s side

I n 2008 the Club won the i Best

State and Auskick is how generating ever increasing numbers
of players for its junior and youth competitions teams. In 2011,
the AJFC had nearly 130 Auskick registrations.

The Club celebrated its 60" anniversary in 2011 and it is now
as strong as it has ever been.



